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Welcome to our June 2020 Family Learning newsletter. 

In this edition you have provided the Top Tips, Updates, Useful Links and Good News Stories – thank you! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Distance Learning Tips from Chloe 
 

I've often had learners joke that they "need their own Chloe at home" to help explain how to do homework or 
practice exam questions.  Well, this time has given me a chance to try to provide that (sort of).  I have been 
using screen recording apps on the iPad to record myself working through the Functional Skills practice 
exam papers that I managed to get printed and delivered before classes were cancelled.  This is easier for 
them to understand than a mark scheme and also means I can explain my reasoning as I go through the 
questions.  It allows learners to work at their own pace and only go through the questions they need help 
with, so is perfect for personalised learning.  Screen recorders are more limited on the iPad than the options 
for a PC, but I like to use a stylus to write and highlight on the screen as I record.  I hate hearing my voice 
recorded, but learners have fed back that it is a useful way to learn and check their work so it is worth it.  
Working through maths questions seems an obvious way to use a screen recorder, but I'm sure there are 
other ways it could be used.  Could you do a tour of some useful websites for example? 
 

Some tips I'm learning from my experience: 

 Keep videos short- I break exam papers into 3 or 4 videos.  This keeps file size smaller and upload 
times shorter, and it also hurts less when a video doesn't save or is lost! 

 Think about where you're going to upload your videos and how you're going to share them with your 
learners- I'm using Google drive from where I can easily place videos in Google classroom, but you 
could also create an unlisted YouTube video and send the link to learners. 

 Try a couple free apps (or software on a laptop or desktop) and find one you like.  So far my favourite 
is Screencast-o-Matic but on the iPad they all seem to work very similarly.  There are more features 
when using a PC, if you don't need to write on the screen.  The newest versions of PowerPoint also 
have a screen recording option, though I don't believe we have that option on the iPads. 

 Consider using microphone (more essential) or even placing a video of you in the corner of the 
screen so learners can see you talking during the video.  The camera and audio could be recorded 
afterwards or at the same time as your video.   

 It doesn't have to be perfect- be yourself and don't start over every time you trip over a word- it'll 
never get done! 

 
This has all been trial and error for me so any other tips would be gratefully received. 

 

We would like to say a massive thank 
you to all of our Family Learning Tutors 
during this period of uncertainty. We 
understand the difficulties that COVID 
19 has brought and yet you have all 
positively contributed to our service in 
many different ways. For example, you 
may be continuing to support your 
learners via a variety of different ways 
or helping create our 'tip sheets' or 
providing feedback on training or even 
creating videos for our 2aspire website!  
 
We look forward to future planning with 
you all! 

Useful websites 

 https://www.2aspire.org.uk/learning
-at-home/ 

 https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-
mind-matters/7-simple-tips-to-
tackle-working-from-home/ 

 https://www.bigcommunitysew.co.u
k/ 

 https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-
home/find-a-book/library-page 

 https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 

 https://www.capt.org.uk/Pages/Cate

gory/child-safety-week 
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 Read All About It! 
Written by Nikki 

 
Reading this book has really helped to refresh 
and develop a greater understanding around 
primary mathematics- I read it over several 
nights and now I want to read more! Even 
though I hold a MaST qualification in primary 
mathematics, I found this a brilliant refresher to 
keep my brain busy at home! 
 
This book would be suited to anyone who would 
like to refresh their knowledge of the principles 
of primary mathematics. I have already applied 
some of the principles with my maths teaching 
at home- I think my 7 year old appreciates it! 
 

READ ALL ABOUT IT- YOU WON’T BE 
DISAPPOINTED! 

 
Primary Mathematics Teaching for 
Understanding 
Patrick Barmby, Lynn Bilsborough, Tony Harries and Steve Higgings 

 

     We         Family Learning in Action! 

Written by Sara 

 

When we reached the end of the term and my 

courses effectively finished, I sent a general Easter 

actives one to all my five groups with a recipe for 

chocolate Easter nests and asked for pictures of 

their chocolate covered children doing the activity.  

I love this one of Artur!  The family are Russian and 

both parents came to my Ready for Reading Course.  

Although their spoken English is still improving, they 

were so engaged and committed to learning as much 

as they could about how to support their children 

with phonics and reading.   

 

Veronica has replied to all of my newsletters with a 

few words and photos of both children joining in the 

learning activities. 

 

 
 

 

 

Digital Skills Training Review by Helen 
 
I recently worked through several modules of Digital Skills training. In general I found it to be really useful, not only for 
building my own knowledge of the subject but also for helping me to think about how to teach the topic. Digital skills 
cover everything from how to set up an email account, researching on-line, through to word processing. 
 

To start with you do a short self-assessment (keep a record of the results) which tells you which section to start on in 
each module – so you can skip the stuff you are already confident with. I liked that the action points in each unit were 
useful to make you think about the topic, but were also something you could use with learners. At the end of each 
module there are teaching exemplars and (optional) further-study points. Which again are useful for your own 
knowledge but also great for using with learners or directing them to for “homework”. 
 

After doing the first 5 modules (which are linked to the self-assessment) there are loads of other modules to browse 
through. They follow the same style, and cover topics such as buying on-line, spreadsheet basics, and editing photos 
and videos. With loads of ideas to use in the classroom, you could choose a topic that your learners need, familiarise 
yourself with it and then present it to them. As I was working through them I kept thinking how the modules could be 
used as the basis for an ICT course, or could be used individually (or even just partially) to cover e-safety or on-line 
form filling as part of our other courses. 
 

Find the Digital Skills training here:  
Enhancing your personal digital skills - https://www.foundationonline.org.uk/course/ 
 
 

 

https://www.foundationonline.org.uk/course/

